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** UPCOMING EVENTS **  
 
  2/6  BLUE JUPITER ð A Cappella Group  
 
  2/11  PTO MEETING 6:30 PM 
   
  2/11  SCHOOL STORE 
 
  2/25  SCHOOL STORE 
 
  2/21  PTO PARENTS DANCE 7:00 PM 
 
  2/2 6 POPS ASSEMBLY AND CMT PEP RALLY 1:45  PM 
   (Rescheduled)  
 
  3/2 ð 3/27  CMTõS 
 
  3/11  SCHOOL STORE 
 
  3/11  PTO MEETING 6:00 PM 
 
  3/25  SCHOOL STORE 
 
  3/31  DARREN SARDELLI ð Poet & Author  
   

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CO - PRESIDENTS  

 
Hello HMS Families, 
 
I hope your new year is getting off to a 
great start!  Thank you to all the 
volunteers that help our PTO to do so 
many wonderful things for our school 
community.  There will be many 
opportunities to help out with various 
events throughout the rest of the year 
such as the Cabin Fever Dance and Field 
Day.  We also have committees which are 
in need of a chairperson, so if you are 
interested in learning more about heading 
up a committee please don't hesitate to 
contact us.  
  
We want to take this opportunity to 
personally thank Stacy Simons and Pam 
McCann for creating this newsletter.  
Everyone seems thrilled to have it back 
and we really appreciate all the effort that 
goes into the newsletter.  You are doing a 
great job!  
 
Please let us know how we're doing.  We 
welcome your feedback and suggestions 
always.  Every voice matters!  
 
Stay warm for the rest of the winter and 
we'll be seeing you. 
  
Sincerely, 
Chris Gomeau & Maureen Brennan 

 

Newsletter Questions or Suggestions please contact P am McCann @ 749-5847  
Newsletter Submissions please e -mail Stacy Simons @ simonsfamilyct@sbcglobal.net  

 

mailto:kgomeau@aol.com
mailto:epsparents@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mrogers03@snet.net
mailto:spulver@cox.net
mailto:scavetta@cox.net
mailto:simonsfamilyct@sbcglobal.net


A holiday tradition continued this season 
with the PTO supplying small gifts of 
appreciation to teachers, staff, cafeteria 
workers, crossing guards & bus drivers.   
 
Thank you Patti Schacht for selecting, 
wrapping, and distributing the gifts.  

The PTO received many 
grateful cards of thanks! 
 

 
  

 
   February 11   March 11 

    
 
May 13          June 10  

        
                *No April Meeting  
 

Meeting Change:  
Please note that the PTO meetings for 
the remainder of the year have been 
changed to the second Wednesday of the 
month.  Thank you and we hope to see 
you there!  All Meeting times are 6:30 
except for March 11th.  We will begin at 

6:00 due to CMTõs. 

PTO MEETINGS  ð We are always    

      looking for new  

               faces!  
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Thank you for all those who have been 
submitting Box Tops.  We have raised $545 so far 
this year!  Keep sending in those Box Tops with 
your name, grade and room number so you can 
be put in for the monthly drawing. 
 
 
December Winners: 
  
     Aaron Proteau  Grade 1 Room 1A 
     Matthew MacGregor Grade 4 Room 16 
     Madison Terry  Grade 3 Room 7 
     Emma Kertanis  Grade 5 Room 19 

     Andrew Rudnick  Grade 6 Room 12 

BOX TOPS submitted by Anne Marie Jensen  

     

      Proud and thrifty student shoppers went     
home on 12/16, 17 &18 with presents galore for 
family and friends!  Thanks to eagle-eye 
purchases throughout the year, prices were kept 
between 25¢ and $4.00.   

      

     A special thank you goes out to Bob & Pam   
McCann, Marc & Sharlyn Stets, Cheryl Strom, Rob 
& Maureen Brennan & Sue Pulver for help setting 
up the event; Kathy Koenig, Michelle Milligan, 
Bill Finnegan, Tracy Miller, Marci Pease, Gwen 
Bolduc, Michelle Hill, Kaley Herron, Lisa Murray, 
Erin Kanenieks, Michelle Mead, Patti Armstrong, 
Christina Beiler and Annett Klezos for signing up 
to help students shop, cashier and bag purchases; 
to all who dropped by to help out throughout the 
days; and especially to Carol & Ron Choiniere for 
helping to plan, make purchases, tag items and 
generally run the show with me!  While spreading 
good cheer and holiday spirit, the bazaar also 
helped raise $2300 for the PTO. 
 

 
 

 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR  

A GREAT SUCCESS  
 submitted by Lisa Rogers  

APPRECIATION AROUND  

THE HOLIDAYS  
submitted by Lisa Rogers  
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An interview with  MRS. COX - BLACKWELL submitted by Lisa  Quinn 
 Mrs. Cox-Blackwell recently sat down with Mrs. Lisa Quinn, parent of students in Grades 4 and 6 to let us 

get to know her better.  Some of these questions came from Sam and Olivia who thought about what the 

students of HMS might want to know about our Principal. 

Where are you from?  òNew York the 
Bronxó 
 
What brought you to Connecticut?  
òCollege didó 
 
Where did you go to College ?  òConnecticut 
College in New Londonó 
 
When and why did you decide to become 
an educator?  
òI donõt think I had a choice.  My Mother 
was a teacher, and I was always with her.  
In my teenage years I was working in 
daycare centers and tutoring kids when I 
was in High school.ó 
 
What other careers did you consider?  òI 
briefly considered Medicine and knew it 
wasnõt for me.ó 
 
Why Enfield, Hazardville Memorial?  òIn 
Windsor, CT I was a classroom teacher for 
grades 5 and 6.  After getting my Masters 
Degree I decided to look into 
administration. Once I finished that process 
and obtained my certifications and set out 
applying for jobs, I answered an ad in the 
newspaper and interviewed with the Enfield 
School system and ended up here.ó 
 
How long have you been here?  òThis is my 
8th year.ó 
 
Is this your first principal job?  
òI was an assistant principal at a middle 
school for three years. 
 
What else would you like to accomplish 
that you havenõt already?  òI am a budding 
author, Childrenõs Literature.  That is my 
goal, to have work published.ó 
 
We will sign you up for an author visit as 
soon as you are ready.  

 

What is it that you think is special about 
HMS? òMe.  (She laughs)é You have to 
understand that I havenõt been in any other 
schools so I canõt do a comparison thing, I 
can only talk about this school.ó  I believe 
that any one would feel strongly about 
whatever school they are attending either 
as a family with children or the staff 
assigned there.  I can only talk about what I 
have going on here.  I have tried to create 
an environment that would be someplace 
that Iõd like for my children to go because 
my children are my most valuable 
possessions.  You know it may not be 
interpreted the way I mean but I put in a 
lot of hours here, I put in a lot of time and 
energy and I am constantly reflecting to 
make this the best school it can be.  I have 
to say nobody can run a school by 
themselves.  Along with the support of 
teachers and the parents to get the 
children to be their personal best, all of 
that mixed in together makes this a special 
place.  But there has to be a vision, there 
has to be a mission, there has to be 
leadership.  You know I say me and I laugh, 
but everybodyõs leadership style is 
different and all of us together creates one 
of the best schools in the district.ó 

 
Who has influenced you?  òMy Mother and 
our Christian background first and 
foremosté..I aspire to be as she is.ó 
   
What was your favorite subject in school?  òWell       
I canõt say that I have one favorite.  I enjoyed      
school and all aspects and it really wasnõt a 
struggle for me so I canõt sayéI ever disliked 
school.  I canõt think of one subject that I  
didnõt like.ó       
 
What was your worst subject?  The only thing I 
can think of is when I was working on my Masters 
Degree Statistics was hard and I had a professor 
whose first language was not English and he had an 
accent. So that was challenging. 
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What was your worst grade and on what?   
òIn college my freshman year biology class 
did not go the way I wanted.  In college you 
have an amount of time to drop a course, so 
I dropped it, took it in the summer, and got 
a better grade.ó 
 
Do you cook? òI donõt care for cooking 
which is funny because I watch every 
cooking show that I get a chance to. I 
cooked twice this week.ó 
 
What is your familyõs favorite meal you 
make for them?  òThey like my lasagna.  But 
now I have a child that is allergic to 
tomatoes so it is probably meatloaf, mashed 
potatoes, and string beans.ó 
 
Do you play video games at all?   If so 
which ones?  òI am not a video game fan 
however I am a fan of family time, so I want 
to spend time with my kids.  They want to 
spend time with video games so we play Wii, 
the golf and the ping pong.  As a family, we 
love board games.  Over Christmas break 
thereõs a new version of scrabble where 
everyone has their own board and we played 
till 2 in the morning! Monopoly is cutthroat 
in our house, and it is so much fun.  Our 
youngest used to cry when we would tell 
him we wouldnõt play Monopoly tonight.ó 
 
What is you favorite food or meal?ó I am 
not a fan of leftovers although I am a picky 
eater I love eating out and trying new 
things. I have a favorite desert which is 
Banana Pudding which I donõt get very 
often.  If it were around all the time I 
wouldnõt like it. Also I canõt keep chocolate 
around, I love chocolate!ó 
 
Favorite ice cream flavor?  òRight now 
blackberry or banana. My children love the 
standard Vanilla and Chocolate.ó 

 
Do you eat school lunch?  òNo. It is not that 
I wouldnõt like it, but rather I like to eat and 
not get interrupted and that just isnõt 
practical given how busy I am.  I love 
principal of the day because we eat lunch 
together and they try their best not to 
interrupt us.  I would eat school lunch if I 
had time.ó 

 

  Tell us how you feel about the new  
  President and hopes for the future of  
  education under his term.  
òWell, with our children, if we donõt teach 
them history then this doesnõt take on the 
enormous impact and importance that it 
truly has for them.  It caused me to think 
what many people were thinking-I never 
even considered an African American 
president in my lifetime.  I am happy not 
just for the man himself, but I am also 
happy that United States citizens are more 
accepting of diversity than when I was 
growing up.  Now in terms of education, I 
think that we have to be realistic about any 
topic and realize that nothing is going to 
change immediatelyé..Everybodyõs hoping 
that President Barack Obama will get rid of 
No Child Left Behind, well I am not.  There 
have been positive aspects to NCLB, when 
you research the history behind the creation 
of NCLB and compare what public education 
was like before and after NCLB.   Having 
said that, the unfunded mandates must 
change.  It puts us in an impossible 
situation.  Education is tied in deeply to the 
economy.  But there has been progress and 
whether NCLB is revised or gotten rid of; 
there will continue to be progress.  I grew 
up with my mother saying to me, òA new 
broom sweeps clean.ó Thatõs a metaphor 
for this new political administration.  With 
all these new people coming in to office, 
we are going to have to give them some 
time.  I think there will be changes.  I have 
nothing but high hopes and anticipation, but 
it is going to be a wait and see type of thing 
with how much of an impact the new 
President will have on improving Public 
Education.ó 
 
(Thank you for interviewing me.  In all the years 
that Iõve been here, no one has ever asked me 
to do this before.  I appreciate the opportunity 
to have everyone know a little more about me, 
my interests, my passion for my profession, and 
love for the HMS learning community.) 

 

Thanks to Mrs. Cox-Blackwell for taking 
some time so that the HMS family can 
get to know her better. This interview 

was edited for length. 
 

 
 



  

6TH GRADE NEWSé 

submitted by Heidi Millet  

Hello 6th grade families! 
 

We are in the mists of downloading the baby and candid pictures for the 6th grade year 
book.  Thank you to everyone who sent in some great shots. Caly Daly was chosen by the 6th 
grade class to use her cover...Congrats Caly!! At this point we ask you not to send in 
anymore candidõséwe are over flowing!! 
  
These are our up coming activities 
  
       * Tie dying t-shirts (to wear on field day)  
       * An awards ceremony  
       * A yearbook party  
       * Year-end party 
 
Please be sure to check your childõs backpack for notices etc. 
  
We are looking forward to a great memorable year! 
 
The yearbook committee,  
Irene Brown 
Christine Gifford 
Heidi Millett 
Suzanne Toohey  
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CONGRATULATIONS !! 

The Connecticut Association of School sponsors an Annual Elementary Arts 
Recognition Festival.  The objective of this program is to recognize students with 
outstanding citizenship, cooperative skills, and artistic ability in performing arts or 
visual arts at the elementary level. 
 
This years finalist are Karissa Simons as our òVisual Artistó and Elizabeth Shermer as 
our òPerforming Artistó.  Both Karissa and Elizabeth are in Mrs. Wasileskiõs 6th grade 

class.  



 
  

 

If you have suggestions or want to help  
out with our events please feel free to 
contact Lisa Quinn at  
livspal@yahoo.com. 
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CULTURAL COMMITTEE  

Due to the Snow day on January 28th the 
performance by the New York City-based a 
cappella powerhouse Blue Jupiter was 
postponed.  If all goes well we will have them 
perform February 6th in our Gymnasium here 
at Hazardville Memorial School. This 
outstanding a cappella group has recently won 
the òOreo and Milk Jingle Contestó hosted by 
American Idol Judge Randy Jackson. The group 
also was chosen as òAudience Favoriteó at the 
Chicago Regional Harmony Sweepstakes A 
Cappella Festival in 2003, and again in 2004 
at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Festivaló.  We 
will be happy to have them put on their show 
for our students and perhaps your children will 
come home making some of the new cool 
sounds they learn how to make during the 
performance. 
 
Donõt forget about our Poetry Workshop with 
Darren Sardelli after CMTõs on March 31st.  
This is a little bit of a departure from the 
usual format for cultural events at our school.  
If it goes well we will have more in classroom 
workshops with more one on one time for the 
students.  The person that will conduct the 
Workshop is Darren Sardelli (a.k.a. "The 
Funniest Poet in School") he is an award 
winning poet and children's book author. He 
loves to entertain people with his funny poetry 
and humorous stories.  Please feel free to 
check out Darrenõs website at 
laughalotpoetry.com.   
 
 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to Fuss and Oõneill, Inc. in 
Manchester for donating 17 computers to HMS 
last month.   
 
Thank you also to Brett Quinn, father of Olivia 
and Samuel Quinn for arranging the donation.  
The PTO will keep one computer for 
themselves and the rest will be used by HMS. 
 
**We now need a two -button mouse for each 
of the donated computers.  If you have a 
mouse that can be used with Windows, that 
you can spare, please drop it off in the 
office or send it in with your child.  Thank 
you.  
 

COMPUTER DONATION  

DONATIONS  submitted by Sue Pulver  

HMS PTO is still accepting donations to 
help fund the 2008/2009 Budget.  All of 
the money raised by the PTO directly 

benefits the students of HMS. 

submitted by Lisa Quinn  

Blue Jupiter  

mailto:livspal@yahoo.com
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SCHOOL STORE  

submitted by Sue Pulver  

School Store is scheduled to be open 
the following days:  Feb 11, Feb 25, 
March 11, March 25, April 15, April 
29, May 13, and May 27.   
 
We are in need of volunteers to help 
the children shop from 11:15-1:15.  
Please contact Irene Brown at 749-
9796 if you are available to help on 

one or more of the shopping days. 

CABIN FEVER DANCE  

 Anyone interested in tickets or helping out with 
the upcoming Cabin Fever Dance on February 
21st please call Sue Pulver at 763-3833 or email:  
spulver@cox.net 
 
Please see our flyer and ticket purchase    

information attached. 

REWARDS UPDATE submitted by Lisa Rogers  

 Big Y - Congratulations Hazardville Memorial School 
(ID: 5190)! As of 01/28/2009 we've earned a total 
of 351,400 Education Express points.  
  
Shaw's - Look out for a new program, Neighborhood 
Rewards!  Sign up your customer card to HMS PTO 
and Shaw's will automatically donate a percentage 
of your shopping on Tuesdays, Wednesday and 
Thursdays to our organization!  Look for an 
upcoming flyer with details and our Shaw's 
Neighborhood Number. 
  
Box Tops for Education lists our earnings so far this 
year as $546.  
  
Toner Cartridges  - Thank for your many 
donations.  Drop off used printer and toner 
cartridges in the PTO room off the gymnasium 
(soda/snack machine room). 

 
Target  - $228.55 towards next donation 
distribution.  40 card holders designate HMS. 

  
 

VOLUNTEER EXTRAORDINAIRE  

Carol Choiniere  
submitted by Lisa Rogers  

un For the past 36 years Carol Choiniere has lived in 
Enfield, raising a son and two daughters with her 
husband Ron of 45 years.  She takes delight in her 
4 grandchildren, 2 of whom HMS is lucky enough to 
have educated.  She follows all their soccer 
games, gymnastic meets and school activities.  
When not cheering on the UCONN Women's 
basketball team or vacationing in Duck, NC, you 
may find her shopping year round for the best 
deals for our Holiday Bazaar or helping out in the 
school library.  She explains that she "volunteers 
for her kids (who can't, because they work) and 
she does it for her grandkids"; she "enjoys the 
challenge of raising money for the PTO to provide 
programs for the children." In her òfreeó time 
Carol likes to cross-stitch, crochet and crafting. 
 
The HMS PTO is extremely fortuna te to have 

such dedicated volunteers!  

 
Do you know a special volunteer?  Let us 
give them a shout out in our next issue.  
Contact Lisa Rogers @ mrogers03@snet.net   
 

Carol with her grand-daughter Jordyn Isabelle 

mailto:spulver@cox.net
mailto:mrogers03@snet.net


 

 

 
 

HMS PTO Family Bingo Night 
Fun for All  

Thank you Diana Culver for organizing another successful year for this family event!  While 
unable to attend herself, Diana recruited all the right volunteers to create a fun, inexpensive 
evening out for the whole family.  Great job!   
 
Thank you to Sharon Hart, Kathy Koenig, Faith Scavetta, Lorraine Mancini, Michelle Hill, Chris 
Gomeau, Chris Magnuson, and Greg Hart for stepping up right away to help.  And of course to 
our callers for your loud voices; Kathy Koenig, Mrs. Cox-Blackwell, Lisa Rogers, Mrs. Stolar, Mrs. 
Kertanis.  The gymnasium was filled with happy children, everyone receiving a small prize 
supplied by the PTO and individual donations.  Food donations for the Enfield Food Shelf were 
greatly appreciated. 
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KIDS KORNER submitted by Kelli Kissell  
The first snowfall of the season is thrilling. We rush outside to greet it, open-mouthed to catch flakes on our 
tongues. We thrash in the powder to make angels. We build massive forts and create monsters out of snowbanks. 
Snow transforms our gray world into something splendid and mysterious, and for that we are grateful, at least for 
a time. Of course, a season of daily blizzards can bring on cabin fever. What to do? Get back out there and 
celebrate the snow all over again. To inspire you, we've organized a snow appreciation day. Have fun. Toss snow in 
the air, color it, and carve it into an ice dog. This is one day you'll remember long after the first thaw. 
  
Learn how to create the attractions in your own yard or local park. Then hand out free passes to your friends and 
watch your winter blues melt away.  

 

 BUILD A CITY MADE OF SNOW  

 
A fresh layer of sticky snow offers kids even more 
opportunities for building the playscapes of their 
imaginations than a sandy stretch of beach. Unlike sand 
sculptures, which are prone to collapse--and subject to 
flash floods--packed snow holds its shape and can last for 
weeks.  
To help your child build his dream city, use a shovel to 
build a mound of snow. Then, with mittened hands, he 
can shape miniature skyscrapers, bridges and parks. If 
the snow isn't damp enough to pack well, use a spray 
bottle filled with water to moisten it.  
Use the edge of a metal spatula to smooth walls, slope 
roofs and square up corners. It's also a handy tool for 
plowing the city's roads and walkways. Hollow out 
windows, doorways and tunnels with a large serving 
spoon.  
For a glitzy effect, your child can use food coloring 
mixed with water to spray-paint the completed city. He 
can even populate his creation with a bunch of mini 
snowmen and pets or line the streets with tiny snow 
cars. Afterward, take a picture to send to relatives.  

 

SNOW TREAURE ISLAND HUNT 

 
Hide a chest full of loot in the snow, then watch young castaways 
track it down clue by clue.  
 WHAT YOU NEED:  
 Cooler   
 Treats   
 Magazines (optional)   
 Paper   
 Markers   
 Plastic bags   
HOW TO PLAY:  
1. Pack a cooler full of treats and then hide the "treasure chest."  
2. Create a series of clues leading to the chest. Use either 
pictures from magazines or create your own with markers and 
paper 
3. Place each clue in a plastic bag and hide it in the snow. 
4. Begin the hunt by handing the players their first clue. 
VARIATIONS:  
For more sophisticated castaways, give them their clues in 
riddles or use rebuses.  
TIPS: Look around the yard for good clue hiding places and plot 
them on paper. Then create the picture clues for each spot and 
hide them in order (keep the master list just in case a clue gets 
lost).  

 SNOW MOSAIC 
Create a snowy self-portrait that doubles as a tasty treat for animals that might stop by to admire and sample your work.  

CRAFT MATERIALS:   

 Birdseed (such as sunflower seeds and cracked corn)   
 Fruits and vegetables (like apples, kale and carrots)   
 Food coloring   
 Pump bottles   

Time needed: Under 1 Hour  

1. Start by prepping your art materials; fill the pump bottles with different hues of food -color-tinted water and cut up various fruits 
and vegetables. Then take the materials outside.  

2. Next, start your masterpiece by lying back in the snow to make a body print. Gently rock your body to pack the print, then  
carefully get up (you may need a friend's help).  

3. Create a portrait by filling in the shape with the seeds and vegetable pieces and adding details with the colored water.  
Tips: Younger kids may find it easier to work with fewer materials and to use cups or small pitchers (instead of their hands)  to pour 
lines of seed. Remember to have the artists sign their initials somewhere, too ! 
 



CABIN FEVER DANCE 
 

ALL proceeds to benefit the students of H azardville Memorial  
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST 
7:00 PM TO MIDNIGHT 

Elks Club, N. Maple Street, Enfield 
 

DJ  ǽ  Dancing  ǽ  Raffles 
 

*  Bring your own refreshments & snacks *  

 
$10.00 per ticket or a table of 10 for $80.00 

 

Bring Friends, Family & Neighbors 
 

For more information contact  
Sue Pulver @ 763-3833 or Lisa Murray @ 763-2850  
*******************************************  

Submit this order form with full payment to the HMS office ɀ 
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÍÁÒË ÔÈÅ ÅÎÖÅÌÏÐÅ Ȱ$ÁÎÃÅȱ 

 
FAMILY NAME: ____________________________ 
ROOM #: _____________ 
NO. OF TICKETS _____ @ $10.00 EACH=________ 

OR 10 FOR $80.00 
Please make checks payable to: HMS PTO 

 
GUESTS MUST BE OVER 21 ɀ THIS IS NOT A SCHOOL SPONSORED EVENT 


