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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT:  
 

 

Hello HMS Families. 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope that your new year has gotten off to a great start!   The PTO has held many 
wonderful events up to this point in the school year.  Thank you to all of our many wonderful 
volunteers who help make these events possible!   February is going to be a very busy month.   We have 
many volunteer opportunities coming up.   Please contact me if you are interested in taking on a new 
challenge.   Big or small, we have an opportunity waiting for you!   This year we are going to be losing a 
few members of our executive board as well as some of our many faithful volunteers.   We will be 
looking to fill new positions and committees.   Please consider volunteering!   Co-Chairing a committee 
is a great way to get involved and allows you to share the work and meet new people!  
 
Our PTO meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month.  We invite you to attend and 
bring a friend.   We welcome your input and are always looking for new ideas!  
 
Stay warm and I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events!  
Sincerely,  
Chris Gomeau 
PTO President 
 

  
 

Newsletter Questions or Suggestions please contact Pam McCann @ 749-5847  
Newsletter Submissions please e -mail Stacy Simons @ simonsfamilyct@sbcglobal.net  

 

GUESS WHO I AM....... Each Student Can Submit One Guess (use separate sheet if needed) 

 I am 59 years old and have worked at HMS for over 30 years.  I live in South Windsor and I am married.  I      

 have 3 boys and 4 grandchildren. My eyes are brown and my hair is light and I just love pizza. My favorite 

 color is blue and my favorite song is "What a Wonderful World". I drive a green car and I hate to waste time.      

 I like photography and spending time with my grandchildren. Who am I? 

Who Am I? My Guess Is________________________ 

My Name is _________________________ My Room # is _______________ 

Return to HMS PTO by February 5th Winners will receive a prize!! 
 

mailto:kgomeau@aol.com
mailto:mrogers03@snet.net
mailto:spulver@cox.net
mailto:scavetta@cox.net
mailto:acox-blackwell@enfieldschools.org
mailto:simonsfamilyct@sbcglobal.net


Our 6th Grade babysitters cared for 112 children, which enabled  60 families to attend over 
80 conferences this year!   Thank you Andrea Ainsworth, Eric Barnes, Matt Beiler, Haley 
Bensley, Jamie Blanchard, Nick Grondin, Kirsten Hart,  Bailee Jordan, Evan Mattice and 
Rebecca Rogers for volunteering your time to help families stay involved in education.    
Thank you as well to parent Sharon Hart for helping to supervise with me.  
 

 
  

HMS PTO NEWSLETTER  Page 2 

 

PTO BABYSITTING  -  Parent/Teacher Conferences  
                              submitted  by Lisa Rogers  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HMS "Cares  & Shares" Food Drive  
   submitted by Chris Gomeau  

  
Hazardville Memorial students, teachers and faculty opened 
their hearts and their pantries this holiday season with our 
annual holiday food drive.   Our "HMS Cares and Shares" food 
drive ran from November 16th - December 11th and 
collected a total of 332lbs . of food for the Enfield Food 
Shelf.  Linda Bridges, director of the Enfield Food Shelf, 
was most grateful!   Thank you to everyone who 
contributed!   This is just another example of the wonderful 
generosity of our great school community!   A special thank 
you to Maureen Brennan and Carrie Kinney who helped by 
delivering the food to Food Shelf.   The Enfield Food Shelf 
accepts donations year round.   They are located at 96 
Alden Avenue.   
 
Please visit their website at www.enfieldfoodshelf.org . 

  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 
FEBRUARY: 

 
 2/5      Family Bingo Night 
 2/9      Early Release - In Service Day 
 2/10   PTO meeting 6:30 
 2/15    N/S Presidents Day 
 2/16    N/S Winter Vacation Day 
 2/18    PJ Story Night Grades K-2 
 2/20    PTO Parent's Cabin Fever Dance 
 2/26    Adventure Bound Trivia Showdown 1:15 
  

MARCH: 
 
 3/1 -3/26  CMT Testing 
 3/10        PTO meeting 
 3/19        Halloween Party (Rescheduled 
 

APRIL: 
 
 4/2            Good Friday N/S 
 4/6            In Service Day - Early Release 
 4/14          PTO meeting 
 4/19-4/23  Spring Vacation N/S 
 

 

PJ STORY NIGHT submitted by Lisa Rogers  

Grades K-2!  Mark your calendars!  Thursday, February 18th, 6-7:30pm 
 
Return to the classrooms in your PJs and enjoy stories by guest readers, parents 
and our very own Mrs. Cox-Blackwell.   Cap the evening off with cookies and 
milk.   All students in attendance  receive a gift!   Look for an upcoming flyer to 
reserve your spot.    
 
Want to help make the even ing a success?  Contact Lisa at mrogers03@snet.net 
or 860-749-4852 to volunteer.  
 

mailto:mrogers03@snet.net
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KITE ~ Key Initiatives to Early Education submitted by Chris Gomeau  

KITE is a collaborative effort aimed at enhancing early education and child care opportunities in the 
Town of Enfield.   Its goal is to ensure that all families with young chi ldren in Enfield have 
knowledge of and access to early care and educational opportunities both in and outside of the 
home.  KITE strives to have a community that understands and values the importance of all children 
having the chance to enter kindergarten well prepared to learn.   KITE meets monthly at the 
Hazardville Fire Department and has many different members of the community at the table.   
There are parents, teachers, school administrators, BOE members, state legislators, pediatricians, 
firemen, faith leaders, early care providers, librarians as well as many service providers.   We invite 
you to attend a meeting.   To learn more about KITE you can visit our website at 
www.enfieldkite.org  or contact Chris Gomeau at kgomeau@aol.com or 860-749-3368. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR submitted by Lisa Rogers  

Gift giving season was in full swing the week of December 14 -17.  Students 
thoughtfully chose just the right special gifts for family and friends.   Students 
used many math concepts - addition, subtraction, money facts, estimation, 
etc...  
Thank you Carol Choiniere, grandmother of 5th grader Jordan Isabelle, for 
discount shopping throughout the year!   We received many compliments on 
the quality and low prices we offered.   Thank you as well to our volunteer 
helpers throughout the week - from set -up Monday evening to each days' 
cashiers, clerks and student helpers.   This includes Lisa Baehre, Carrie 
Barnes, Gwen Bolduc, Ron & Carol Choiniere, Sharon Hart, Kathy Koenig, Pam 
McCann, Michelle Mead, Lisa Murray, Marci Pease, Kelly Pellegrini, April 
Richotte, Darci Snyder, Sharlyn Stets and Rita Vose. Without you, the event 
could not happen!  
In summary: bargain shopping, energetic volunteers, enthusiastic students, 
items priced between $0.25 and $5 - all combined to profit the PTO 
$2140.00!  Thank you HMS families for your generosity.  
 
 

FAMILY BINGO NIGHT  submitted by Lisa Rogers  

 

Friday, February 5th, 7 -8:30pm  

in the gymnasium.  
 
Bring the family, a snack to share and a donation to the Enfield 
Food Shelf! 
 

A fun night for all!  
 
We need callers, checkers and food servers.  Please call Diana 

Culver (860-749-4210) if you can help out.    



 
 

 
 

 
  

CHECK IT OUT! Find out what's happening next on our calendar.  
Join our e-mail list. Read the minutes from our Meetings.  
Want to join a committee? It's just a click away!  
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HMS PTO WEBSITE   www.ptohms.org  
 

 

 

HOCKEY NIGHT submitted by Becky Daigle  

We are having a Hazardville Memorial Family Hockey night on Friday, March 12 at the 
MassMutual center in Springfield.   Tickets will be $10.00 each.   Springfield Falcons vs. 
Hartford Wolf Pack - sure to be a match!   $1.00 per ticket purchased is given back to our 
PTO!  Flyers will be coming home soon so please save the date!!   If you need additional 
information, please contact Becky Daigle at 860 -749-5429.   

 

UPCOMING PARENT EVENT: SPRING 2010 

The Hazardville Memorial School PTO in Enfield, CT is hosting the 3rd Annual Cabin Fever Dance for 
the parents and friends of Hazardville Memorial Elementary School. This ev ent will take place on 
Saturday, February 20th at 7 PM in the Banquet Hall at the Enfield Elks Club on North Maple St reet  
in Enfield.   Those of you who attended this event in the past know what a great night out this is for 
friends and family. Please remem ber that this is an adult only event and all guests must be over 21 
years of age. As in the past, please prepare your own snacks and drinks to bring with you on that 
night. The music spectacular will be presented this year by  Supersonic Productions. Ticket s will be 
available soon, watch for more information via flyers and Friday folders.  

 This is a major fundraising event for our school. The funds from this program help us to facilitate 
educational PTO events for our children throughout the year. Due to bud get cuts many of our 
yearly events would not be possible without donations from the community and funding by the 
HMS/PTO group. Therefore, the HMS/PTO is reaching out to you to help make this historically fun 
and exciting event a success again this year.  To contact the dance committee please email:    
HMSPTOCabinFever@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

CABIN FEVER DANCE submitted by Kelly  Kissell 

 
Find school board members 

information, meeting 
minutes, policies etc.  

@ 

www.enfieldschools.org  

http://www.ptohms.org/
mailto:HMSPTOCabinFever@yahoo.com
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NEWS FROM OUR LIBRARY submitted by JoAnn Sopelak  

               jsopelak@enfieldschools.org   860 -763 -7508  
 

 
The new 2010 year brings lots of excitement to the Library.  We are gearing up for our 
author visit with Nancy Carlson on May 6 th.  She will be speaking at our school for the entire 
day.  Watch for a schedule in the coming months, you are always more than welcome to 
come to any/all presentations.  Nancy Carlson resides in MN and has written numerous 
childrenõs books as well as, has an interactive website safe for children.  Feel free to check 
it out and see what types of books she offers http://www.nancycarlson.com/    
We have done our 1st activity with the Nancy Carlson book, òHarriet and Georgeõs Christmas 
Treató and the first grade classes.   
 

Mrs. Dupuis tries fruitcake  
 

Mrs. Sopelak and Room 1 try fruitcake 
 

Mrs. Neiman and Room 1A try fruitcake        
 

If you would like to become part of this wonderful author event please call, email, or just stop by 
the library and see Mrs. Sopelak.  Volunteers can help with class projects, wall art, sell/order 
books, coordinate refreshments and/or assist on the day of the event.  Opportunities to help are 
available even if you canõt come into the school, such as, bakers the day of the event so we can 
offer a prize of breakfast and/or lunch with the author to the students, book order fulfillment 
etc.  In addition, we are  still running our Birthday Book Club.  The theme òHelp Light Our HMS 
Birthday Cakeó is on display in the hallway with a large birthday cake.  Each book that is 
purchased puts another candle on the cake as well as the childõs name and a picture of the book.  
The children love seeing their name on the wall and knowing they are the first to check out a new 
book dedicated to them that will stay in the library forever.  See the attached order form, stop by 
the office/library to pick one up, or request one by ph one. 
 

mailto:jsopelak@enfieldschools.org
http://www.nancycarlson.com/
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SAFETY AT HOME submitted by Kell y Kissell 

Internet Safety: Here are six tips for parents to keep their kids safe online: 

1. Set rules. First and foremost, it's important that you, as the parent (and just as in any other 
situation), provide clear rules for your children to follow when on the Internet. Ask the children 
what they're interested in doing and agree on what they're allowed to do and where they're allowed 
to go.  

2. Be helpful and trustworthy. Let the children know that, should anything uncomfortable appear, they 
can and should ask you for advice. Help your children understand what suitable content is and how 
to deal with unwanted material.  

3. Know the situation. Keep the computer in a common area. Avoid bedroom computer systems. Take 
the time to check out the sites your child visits and get to know them better. You can't help your 
children unless you know what their sites are all about.  

4. Share passwords. While it is still important that you allow your children to have some privacy at 
home, it is very important for children to share their passwords. Parents need to be aware of where 
the child is going and what the child is doing online.  

5. Inform. Inform the children about what issues Ƴŀȅ ƻŎŎǳǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ 
what to look out for, chances are actions can be taken based on their own judgment.  

6. Online Safety Quiz ŀǘ ǎŀŦŜƪƛŘǎΦŎƻƳ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ 
Internet surfer. Ask them to answer each question and, when they get it right, they will move on to 
the next question. This quiz is appropriate for all ages but as always we recommend that a 
parent/guardian takes the quiz first. Copy this into your search bar: http://www.safek ids.com/quiz/ 

  

  

 

A BIG HMS HELLO! submitted by Pam McCann  

You may have seen a fresh new face walking the 
halls at HMS.  This gentleman is 24 year old Mr. 
Jesse Wanzer.  Mr. Wanzer is attending the 
University of New Haven and is completing his 
internship at HMS.  He is a long time resident of 
Enfield and has enjoyed participating in both 
Rugby and Track over the years.  When I asked 
him what grade he would like to teach upon 
graduation he said "I thought I wanted 5th or 6th 
grade but now, after working with the younger 
kids here at HMS I am just not sure".  Mr. Wanzer's 
favorite book is "Lord of the Flies" and loves to eat 
Shepard's Pie.  I am pleased to report that he will 
be working at HMS until December 2010 at which 
time he will continue on to student teaching.         
 

Welcome Mr. Wanzer!  

http://www.kidica.com/raising-children/child-safety/?atext=clear+rules+for+your+children
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CULTURAL COMMITTEE submitted by Lisa Quinn  

I am happy to report that on September 11 th òLyle Cogenó visited our school.  Lyle presented the 
program Sticks and Stones.  Sticks and Stones was a show about life skills and social 
responsibility among children in the playground, on the school bus, at lunchtime, or any time of 
the day.  Sticks and Stones taught the children about bullying.  It was entirely interactive and 
paced for a young audience to follow and understand.  
 
On February 26 we will have a special event called Adventur e Bound.  Adventure Bound will host a 
ògame showó which will encompass curriculum and CMT related questions in order to help prepare 
the students for the CMTõs.  This CMT Pep Rally was a special request of Mrs. Cox-Blackwell to 
help kick -off the month of M arch. 
 

In May òGinga Brasileiraó will visit HMS.  They are extremely popular and present a program on  

the dances and culture of Brazil.  They are the 2009 Artist of the year.  This professional ensemble 

performs a colorful, crowd -pleasing repertoire of Afro -Brazilian dances that fuse rhythmic music  

with high -energy gymnastics and martial arts.  The ensemble p erforms Capoeira, a martial art  

dance form developed in Brazil by 16 th Century slaves that is punctuated by fast footwork, daring 

leaps, and split second timing.  

 

Unfortunately, due to some health problems I was not able to run the committee on my own and  I  

am truly grateful to Lisa Rogers and Chris Gomeau for all of their assistance this year with the 

Cultural Committee.    The Cultural Chairperson position is open for the next school year as I will  

be finishing up this year.  If you are interested in t he position please feel free to contact me for 

information about what is involved in the Chairperson position.   Lisa Quinn at livspal@yahoo.com. 

 

REWARDS PROGRAM UPDATES submitted by Lisa Rogers  

 

                HMS (the school) received $243.72 in August and has $298.87 accumulated so 
                far  towards the next distribution in February from TARGET. 
  
                 BIG Y has announced it is extending the program until 6/30/10!  
  HMS PTO has accumulated 1,435,790 points so far and will make a decision in June as 
  to what educational items we will redeem our points for . 

  

Rewards Program Coordinator and Committee:   Advertise and promote e asy ways for our 

staff and families to contribute to the PTO general fund throughout the year.   Create flyers, e -mails, 
news articles, posters, collection activities  to encourage families to enroll in community programs which 
donate to our school and PTO.  Current programs include Big Y Education Express, Shaw's Community 
Rewards, Target Take Charge of Education, and Hartford Toner Ink Cartridge Recycling.    Campbellõs 
Labels for Education and Box Tops for Education currently have co -coordinators (Tina Demers and Anne 
Marie Jensen respectively) but can always use help advertising and drumming up collection efforts.   Much 
of this type of volunteering can be done at home!   Contact Lisa Rogers at mrogers03@snet.net or  
860-749-4852 if you can help out in any capacity.  

 

mailto:livspal@yahoo.com
http://target.bfi0.com/180f152cblayfousibdfvzwaaaaaabnsn353rvkwx7eyaaaaa
mailto:mrogers03@snet.net
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A mom who got involved says thanks for 
the memories. by Sharron Kahn Luttrell  

The email arrived on one of those gray -shrouded winter days 
when light -starved people reposition their desk lamps in a 
desperate attem pt to absorb vitamin D. The message was 
from a fellow parent asking for volunteers to help plan the 
8th grade semiformal. Outside it was bone -cracking cold, but 
the words òJune danceó propelled me forward into warm 
breezes and fragrant night air.  
 
It was just what I needed to lift me out of my winter 
darkness. And even more important, it would shed some 
figurative ñbut no less vital ñlight on my daughterõs school. 
The opportunities to volunteer had dwindled as my daughter 
moved up the grades so by the time s he entered a new 
building in 8th grade, they were all but gone. School had 
become a shadowy place populated by faculty, staff, and kids 
whose names I didnõt know. 
 
That evening my daughter wandered into the kitchen while I 
was packing the next dayõs lunches. I told her about the 
email.  
 
She stiffened. òYou can help out, but you are not  going to 
chaperone.ó The force of her words nearly knocked the 
peanut butter knife from my grip. I opened my mouth, but 
before I could speak, she added, òBecause if you do, Iõm not 
going.ó She folded her arms across her chest and raised her 
eyebrows at me.  
 
My first thought was, òWell, I guess that means youõll miss the 
naked baby pictures Iõll be showing around to all of your 
classmates.ó My second, almost simultaneous thought was of 
how when I was in 8th grade, the mere existence of my 
mother sent me into spasms of mortification. And my third 
thought was, Thank goodness I got in eight years of 
volunteering at my daughterõs schools before she slammed the 
doors shut on me. And thank you, too, to the PTO, which 
opened the doors in the first place, invited me in, and gave 
me something to do.  
 
I nearly didnõt join the PTO. I figured all of those women (and 
they were all women) already knew each other and wouldnõt 
want an outsider nosing around in their business. I didnõt 
think I fit the part of a PTO parent. I like kids, but not nearly 
as much as I like my own. Iõm disorganized. I canõt bake, or 
cook, or keep track of money. But I wanted to find out what 
was happening in my daughterõs elementary school, so I went 
to a meeting. From there it was easy to volunteer (they 
passed a sheet around and I signed it), and pretty soon I 
learned two things: first, the PTO actually wants people to 
nose around in their business; and second, everybody fits the 

part of a PTO parentñeven me. 

ONE LAST DANCE  
         an article from www.ptotoday.com  

 
Joining the PTO is a great way to learn about your childõs 
school and to meet other parents. But being an active 
member does so much more. Decades of studies have 
shown that children whose parents ar e involved in their 
education have higher grades and are more likely to 
graduate than those whose parents arenõt involved. They 
have better attendance, are more motivated, have higher 
self-esteem, and are less likely to use drugs and alcohol or 
engage in violent behavior. When it comes to academic 
achievement, parent involvement is more critical than 
income, education level, or cultural background.  

 
Thereõs a payoff for parents and schools, too. Involved 
parents tend to feel self -confident and in control. T hey 
meet new people, which strengthens and expands their 
social networks. They become better educated about child 
development, and they tend to have positive rapport with 
the school. Teacher morale increases and schools become 
stronger.  
 
Being involved wit h your childõs education doesnõt begin 
and end in the school, of course. Parents need to show 
interest in their childrenõs learning, read to them, and help 
with homework. But thereõs something about going into the 
classroom to help the teacher, or making p osters for 
science night, or supervising the kids at recess that 
tightens the relationship between home and school for 
everyoneñparents, children, and teachers. When enough 
parents join the PTO and put their collective creativity, 
talents, skills, and reso urces toward the same objective, 
theyõre capable of just about anything. Iõve belonged to 
two PTOs so far and have watched each perform magic 
many times over. Starting with nothing, they have created 
fairs and family nights, conjured programs and 
performances, bought equipment and supplies that make 
teaching easier or more interesting and school more fun. 
Theyõve helped kids pay for field trips and thrown their 
organizing power behind campaigns to support our districtsõ 
schools. 
 
But, as I realized that day  packing lunches in my kitchen, 
joining the PTO is a limited -time offer. If you donõt act 
soon, the opportunity will be lost forever. Iõm so glad that I 
acted when I did. Because the eight years since my 
daughter had been a kindergartner had raced by and 
deposited her at the other side of childhood ñthe side that 
tilts much too steeply toward adulthood.  
 
Of course, just because Iõm the mother of a 14-year-old 
(which, by definition, makes me an embarrassment), I 
donõt intend to stop being involved in my daughterõs 
education. Iõll just have to look harder for more 
opportunities to get into her school. Iõve already assured 
her that when I find some, weõll pretend we donõt know 
each otherñjust like I did with my mom.  
 
(Sharron Kahn Luttrell volunteers for parent  groups at two 

schools in Mendon, Mass.) 

http://www.ptotoday.com/


 

 
 

 
You can help out the PTO/School without spending an extra cent! 
  
Big Y   Sign up now for your school at any Big Y® or online at bigy.com.   

Use your Big Y® Express Savings Club® card to purchase items designated with the 
Education Express® logo.  Help your school acquire desperately needed equipment & 
suppliesï FREE! 

    Shaw's - Earning money for your non-profit organizations is          now easier than ever. 

Just by shopping with your Shawôs Rewards Card on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, 
you can earn money for up to four of your favorite non-profit organizations! 

Go to www.shaws.com, Shaw's Cares, Community Rewards to register your 
shopping card. 
   
 
  
With A+ Bonus Bucks Everyone Wins!  
Stop and Shop  With A+ Bonus Bucks, points accrue with each purchase where the Stop & Shop Card is 

used. It even works with purchases made online with Peapod by Stop & Shop. At the end of each month, 
these points determine your school's cash total which is automatically credited to its account and school 

totals updated each month.  Go to www.stopandshop.com, My Stop & Shop, A+ to register. 
 
  

Take Charge of Education - assign your Target credit card to Hazardville Memorial School and 
Target will donate a percentage of the purchases directly to our school.  Go to www.target.com, RedCard, 
Take Charge of Education, Enroll.  So far we have 37 cards signed up, the school received a check for 
$243.72 in August and since HMS has enrolled Target has sent the school $3659.46! 

  
www.GoodSearch.com - use this site for all your web searches and GoodSearch will donate to the PTO! 
  
Buy, Clip and Send to Us 

  
  
 
 
www.boxtops4education.com Clip Box Tops from products, send them into school 
and the PTO receives cash!  Log on to the website for extra ways to earn by 
shopping and entering sweepstakes.  Contact Anne Marie Jensen 
<jnsamj@aol.com> if you have questions or would like to help out! 

  
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
Campbell's Labels For Education - clip labels, 

send them into school; we will redeem them for 
educational tools for our school!  Contact Tina Demers  @ 
tilde7273@sbcglobal.net  if you have questions or would like to help. 
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SCHOOL REWARD PROGRAMS 

http://www.shaws.com/
http://www.stopandshop.com/
http://www.target.com/
http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
mailto:jnsamj@aol.com
mailto:tilde7273@sbcglobal.net
http://target.bfi0.com/180f152cblayfousibdfvzwaaaaaabnsn353rvkwx7eyaaaaa

